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Tamara Hurst is an Associate Professor with the School of Social Work at The University of 

Southern Mississippi.  She earned her doctorate from The University of Georgia School of Social 

Work.  She is an alumnus of a Doris Duke Foundation Fellowship for the Promotion of Child 

Well-Being. Dr. Hurst is a licensed certified social worker with 16 years of experience as a forensic 

social worker including work as a mitigation specialist and 8 years of experience as a forensic 

interviewer.  She serves on the Mississippi Human Trafficking Council and chairs the Strategic 

Planning and Trafficking Protocol subcommittee.  She is the principal investigator of the SOAR 

to Health and Wellness Demonstration Program.  This five-year federally funded program seeks 

to establish human trafficking response protocols and a continuum of care in nine of Mississippi’s 

most southeastern counties.  Dr. Hurst is also a co-director for the USM Center for Human 

Trafficking Research and Training. 

 

  


